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Abstract
There have long been debated whether Jeju king cherry in Korea and Punus x yedoensis (Yoshino cherry)
in Japan are the same or not and its originality. Recent genomic approach among P. yedoensis and closed
related varieties from Korea, Japan and USA confirms that P. yedoensis is F1 hybrid. The results also show
that there are two types of Jeju king cherry in Mt. Halla, Jeju, Korea and one type is clearly different and the
other type is the same grouping to Yoshino cherry in Japan and USA and the maternal texa of the two types
in Jeju is the same of P. pendula.
The search of paternal texa of the same type and further molecular genetic analysis and classification among
newly found hundreds of Jeju King Trees in natural habitats of Mt. Halla including a 265 year-old tree along
with previous findings would reveal the hypothesis that two independent F1 hybrid of P. yedoensis are
evolved in Mt. Halla where is the only natural birth place of P. yedoensis in the world.
Furthermore, policy agenda of king cherry tree eco-exploration among six countries including two divided
Korea proposed. In terms of bio-diplomacy, it was amazing fact that Jeju King Cherry trees were sent USA
under Japanese colony in 1912. In 1943, USA Congressman John Rankin of Mississippi confirms that they
were Korean Cherry Trees. The first four of these trees were presented to the American University in 1943 by
the Korean Women’s Relief Society of Honolulu according to notice of AU’s School authority. As Jeju NAtional
University students and teachers confirmed the fact in April 2018, they suggest Jeju King Cherry Trees EcoExploration between the two universities at university level, hoping to extend a warming program of planting
Jeju King Cherry trees at the Dalma tourism complex in Wonsan city of North Korea in April of 2020.
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Introduction
Biologically, there are various cherry species of
Prunus including P. pendula, P. jamasakura, P. sargetii,
P. x yedoensis and P. yedoensis . The P. yedoensis
is called as ‘king cherry’ in Korea because unlike the
leaves of the other cherry tree which grow earlier
than flowers, the flowers of P. yedoensis bloom first,
there are hairs on the peduncle and style, and there
are several flowers on the peduncle which are more
vibrant than the other cherry trees. There have long
been debate whether P. yedoensis in Jeju, Korea and
P. x yedoensis (Yoshino cherry) in Tokyo, Japan are
the same tree or not and their origin. P. x yedoensis
was previously proposed to be a hybrid variety by
several researchers.
Recently, genomic approaches to analyze the
relationship among P. yedoensis and closed related
varieties from Korea, Japan and USA was performed
(Baek et al., 2018). The results showed that P.
yedoensis is a F1 hybrid between maternal P. pendula
and paternal P. jamasakura . The results also showed
that there are two types of P. yedoensis in Jeju, Korea
and one type is clearly different and the other (PynJeju5) is the same to the Yoshino cherry in Tokyo,
Japan and Washington, DC, USA (Baek et al., 2018).
The authors assumed that the Pyn-Jeju5 is Yoshino
cherry escaped from cultivated area in Japan (Baek
et al., 2018). This might be happened vice versa that
Pyn-Jeju5 was generated naturally as F1 hybrid in Mt.
Halla, Korea and transplanted to Japan. It is revealed
that maternal texa of Pyn-Jeju5 pedigree is existed
in Mt. Halla along with other type of P. yedoensis ,
Pyn-Jeju3 and Pyn-Jeju4 (Baek et al., 2018). The P.
yedoensis of Pyn-Jeju5 in Odeung-dong is a tree
estimated to be about 150 years old, reaching a height
of 15 meters and a perimeter of 3.5 meters and
named the "standard mother tree" by Korea National
Institute of Forest Science.

Photo 1. Mother Tree of Jeju King Cherry Tree at Mt. Halla (
April, 2016) by photograper, Mr. Junghyo Kang
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Therefore, we propose that the two independent
F1 hybrids of P. yedoensis evolved in Mt. Halla and
one variety was transplanted to Japan and USA. And
Mt. Halla, Jeju is the only natural birth place of P.
yedoensis in the world.
The hypothesis is supported by some previous
findings. There are several natural habitats of P.
pendula and P. jamasakura and their F1 hybrid of P.
yedoensis over 200 years in Mt. Halla, Korea. These
natural habitats growing P. pendula and P. jamasakura
together in a near place and generating new hybrid
species of P. yedoensis in Mt. Halla, Korea is unique
in the world. No other such places were reported
and some cherry trees in different places only have
been found in Japan and China until now. The midmountainous area in the 3 km range of Mt. Halla from
Bongae-dong to Odeung-dong, Jeju, Korea allows to
bloom at the similar period of March through April and
to pollinate between P. pendula and P. jamasakura
and to generate the F1 hybrid of P. yedoensis . This
hypothesis is supported by the diversity of biological
species.(Kim et.al.,2008, Kim 2017.)
Currently, more natural habitats and hundreds of
new cherry trees of P. yedoensis were found by
Korea National Forest Institute Research, Jeju island,
Korea(Chungang Newspaper, 2017). The height of a
tree of P. yedoensis among the new findings in Jeju
is 15.5m and the base circumference is 4.5m. This
tree estimated to over 265 years by analyzing wood
pieces and might be the oldest tree of P. yedoensis
in the world. Further molecular genetic analysis
and classification among the newly findings of P.
yedoensis including the oldest king cherry tree in Mt.
Halla and searching the paternal texa of the Pyn-Jeju5
type should be needed in the natural habitats of Mt.
Halla, Jeju, Korea to reveal the hypothesis.
It is interesting to note that another natural habitat of
P. yedoensis in Hayeri, Jeju harbors the second type
of maternal P. pensula , which is possible to exist third
type of P. yedoensis in Mt. Halla.
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Finding the Thread of Jeju King Cherry Tree from
Jeju Island to Washington D.C., USA.
It is worthwhile for Jeju islanders to think about the
thread of Jeju King Cherry Trees in the Context of
Bio Diplomacy through March 29, 1943 : Appendix
to the Congressional Record and visit of Habitat of
three Cherry trees with two Stone Grandfather of
Jeju Island in Korea Garden of America University
campus was donated by Jeju Special Self-Governing
Government in 2011. (March 29, 1943: Appendix
to the Congressional Record. A 1477: Remarks of
Hon. John E. Rankin of Mississippi in the House of
Representative.)
We confirm that, in March of 1943, the Hon. John E.
Rankin of Mississippi in the House of Representative
of USA recognizes a bundle of Washington D.C. cherry
trees as “Korean cherry trees, Jeju island was under
colony of Japan at that time:
“Mr. Speaker in line with the remarks of the
distinguished gentleman from Michigan (Mr. George
Dondero) concerning the brutal attacks made on our
men by the ruthless Japanese, I call attention to the
fact that spring is approaching and the cherry trees are
blooming. I have learned that they are not Japanese
cherry trees but Korean cherry trees. …. I suggest the
press, to the Congress, to the people of Washington,
and to the people of whole country that from now on
call these trees by their right name, “Korean cherry
trees.”(ibid.)

Photo 2. The Oldest P. yedoens . Tree in the world at Halla
Mt. (265 Years Old) by Korean National Forest Reseaech
Institute (April 3, 2017.)

Photo 3. Appendix to the Congressional Record (John E.
Rankin of Mississippi. 1943.3.29.)
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It says on the website American University (March 1
2019) that :
“We anticipate that the 25 cherry trees located near
AU’s School of International Service and the East
Quad Building will be at their peak during the first
and second weeks of April. The first four of these
trees were presented to the university in 1943 by the
Korean Women’s Relief Society of Honolulu. In 2003,
American University was designated as an arboretum.
In addition to our gorgeous cherry trees, the campus
features magnolias, dogwoods, and redbuds as well.”
Jeju April 3rd USA Conference Delegation 2018,
which is composed of one professor, two teachers
and two university students, also confirmed that three
among the four original cherry trees were still alive on
the America University campus since April of 1943 on
April 20, 2018.

Photo 4. Jeju 4.3 Delegation at the front of Jeju King Cherry
Tree, Korean Garden of America University, D.C. USA by
World Association for Island Studies (April 20, 2018.)

Professor Chang Hoon Ko emphasizes the
possibilities, potentials and prospects of bio diplomacy
through Jeju King Cherry trees, in his edited book,
“Jeju 4.3 Grand Tragedy during ‘peacetime’ Korea:
The Asia Pacific Context: 1947-2016, P. 34 :
“Jeju King Cherry Trees lining the entrance to Jeju
National University: In 1983, Dr. Pyung-hyo Hyun,
President of the University planted 250 trees of 8
years old to spread the truth of Jeju island as its
original habitat to the world. According to local history
of Japanese colony, around 3,000 trees were sent
to Washington D.C. to celebrate the inauguration of
President, Woodrow Wilson in 1912 Jeju islanders
are proud that those trees of D.C. welcome world
citizens during the National Cherry Blossom Festival,
in Washington D.C., as one of cultural ambassadors
every Spring annually.”
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Spreading the Thread of Jeju King Cherry trees
from Jeju Island to Wonsan City, North Korea
through King Cherry Tree Eco-Exploration.
This idea to spread thread of Jeju King Cherry trees
from Jeju Island to Wonsan City, North Korea through
King Cherry Tree Eco-Exploration was presented
and discussed by Student Association of College
of Social Science of Jeju National University (chair :
Lee W.J. and vice chair: Im S.J.) at the 10th Global
Peace Bulteok Assembly on August 7, 2018, which
was based on their collaborative research on records
of Jeju Cherry trees by themselves. It’s a time to
introduce their idea to the public officially:
‘Every spring, cherry blossom festivals are held all
over the country. Many people enjoy the beautiful
cherry blossoms and take a photo of their image.
Others say they like Japanese trees while smiling at
cherry blossoms. Cherry blossoms are a particularly
beloved flower of the Japanese people, and in fact,
in Korea, after liberation, even destroyed the cherry
blossoms because it symbolized Japan. However,
cherry blossoms are not from Japan. This is because it
was the beginning of 'King Cherry blossom trees' that
were found in Jeju Island. The first to discover the king
cherry blossom trees were Emile Taquet(1873-1952),
a French priest, who was also a plant collector in
April 1908, sent samples of the king cherry blossom
from 600 meters above sea level behind Gwaneum
Temple at the foot of Mt. Halla, to Professor Bernard
Koehne(1848-1919), who was an authority in the
field of roses at the University of Berlin….(Kim. 1998.)
However, the misunderstanding that cherry blossoms
are 'Japanese trees' has not been removed. One of
the reasons is that the scientific name of the king
cherry blossom tree contains the name of a Japanese
scholar, not a Korean scholar. Professor Matsumura
Jinzo, who studied in Germany and became a
professor of botany at Tokyo Imperial University, said,
"The scientific names of Western scholars attached to
Japanese plants ... The study of plants by foreigners
was completed, and as if Europeans had entered
Japan, as if they had entered the wild region of the
plant research, they began to look to Joseon and China
in 1901. The scientific name of king cherry blossoms
is registered ‘Prunus yedoensis MATSUMURA’ by
him… In 1964, the government designated the king
cherry blossom tree found in Bonggae-dong, Jeju
as Korean Natural Monument No.159. As Korean
cherry blossoms have been designated as cultural
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assets, we emphasizes on its conservation. From
2001, the National Institute of Subtropical Forest
Research center was established to preserve 3,755
cherry trees in Sanghyo-dong, Seogwipo City… In
2015, the Institute selected king cherry blossoms
of the Gwaneum temple as mother trees and street
trees. The trees will be used as street trees. It takes
at least 5 to 10 years to grow into a seedling of street
trees. Of 39,790 trees, there are only about 11,000
king cherry blossoms, 27 percent of them. Except for
the entrance to the Institute center, most of the trees
are Japanese based on Jeju. Chan-soo Kim, Director
of this Institute said, "We are planning to grow king
cherry blossoms naturally in Jeju to remove the
negative image of cherry blossoms, " and “by 2022,
we will be able to start replacing the cherry blossoms
with the new ones.”(Lee and Im. 2018. Pp. 62-64.)
It was an interesting idea, based on their research,
JNU students suggested an idea to create a Jeju king
cherry tree forest complex in Wonsan, North Korea
so that the trees can contribute to peace building
between the two Koreas, in South Korea, and beyond
Jeju Island.(ibid.)

Photo 5. Jeju King Cherry Tree Road at Jeju National
University campus by JNU (March, 2018)

A Policy Agenda ‘ to connect Thread of Jeju
King Cherry trees as Bio-diplomacy among Jeju
Island of S. Korea, Washington D.C. and Wonsan
City, North Korea through King Cherry Tree EcoExploration’ proposed.
It is meaningful for us to propose Jeju King Cherry
Trees Peace Exploration at World Peace Island Spring
workshop: March 1st National Movements Legislates
Democracy and Halla Mt. is an Original Habitat of King
Cherry Trees in March of 2019 as one of the 100th

March 1st Liberation Movement Anniversary event. On
December 1, 2018, at the 18th Peace Island Forum: 6
Party Talks Plus Culture Forum (6+1), Peace Education
and Social Healing in the Asia Pacific Context, we
decided to have 6+1 Wonsan culture forum and event
of plantation of Jeju king cherry trees at there will be
presided over in Wonsan city of North Korea if N.K and
S.K permit us to do it in due processes from March 28
to 29, 2020:
“We are happy to invite 6 Party Talks Plus Jeju
(6+1) Culture Forum) into Jeju Island as the 1st
annual meeting of 6+1, which was discussed among
participants of Jeju Peace Island for Korea session
of Jeju Forum (June 28, 2018), Jeju World Peace
Academy Summer session (August 4-7, 2018) and
Fall session (October 8-December 5, 2018) programs
and Human Rights and Reparation Justice in the Jeju
4·3 Grand Tragedy (October 8, 2018), Jeju 4·3 Social
Healing Initiatives Through Human Rights and Peace
Education (October 10, 2018) and Jeju 4·3 Social
Healing Initiative for Korea Through Peace Music
(October 30, 2018). We can find another reason from
some discussions about launching the 6+1 Culture
Forum through activating a peace concept based on
everyday life happiness of ordinary people at the grass
roots level on their way for accumulating their city’s
peace-tradition globally such as Jeju, Okinawa, Osaka,
Vladivostok, Paris and so on. Launching 6+1 forum
will stimulate ‘people to people democracy’, initiate
‘people to people dialogue’, and connect ‘people to
people diplomacy’ in many local and alienated areas of
Asia Pacific, different from customs of West European
countries but as same as sharing democratic value
among people, group and institutions(Rational of the
18th Peace Island Forum leaflet, December 1, 2018).
We try to have 6+1 Wonsan culture forum and event
of plantation of Jeju king cherry trees at there will be
presided over in Wonsan city of North Korea if N.K and
S.K permit us to do it in due processes from March 28
to 29, 2019 as one of the 100th anniversary of Korean
March First Liberation conference (News of KBS Jeju
:September 19, 2018). On May 1, 2019 we can hold
the 2nd meeting of 6+1 Culture Forum in Washington
D.C. USA. We want to share with common goals
which are helpful to building peace education for
East Asian peacekeeping, peacemaking and peace
building based on its real concept of peace such as by
an Okinawan ordinary people for an Okinawan peace
concept and Jeju for Jeju (4·3) Gangjeong village
peace one its way through peace island initiatives of
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people to people democracy and city to city diplomacy
at the everyday life situations of ordinary people. The
goal is to promote peace building and post-conflict
healing in Korea and other countries through peace
education and social healing as one component of
peace building, privileging non-violence and enabling
a space and a process through which the values and
interests of the Korean peoples might be negotiated…
”(Leaflet of the 18th Peace Island Forum, December 1,
2018.)

It’s a time for us to consider launching of 6 Party
Talks Plus Jeju (6+1) Jeju King Cherry Tree EcoExploration JKCTE 2019 in March of 2019.
In terms of bio diplomacy of cherry tree, based on
memory of significance of biological interpretation of
academic proving “Mt. Halla of Jeju island is the natural
birth place of Prunus yedoensis,” it is monumental
that Jeju people are preparing for launching “6 Party
Talks Plus Jeju (6+1) Cherry Tree Eco-Exploration
JKCTE 2019 on March 20, 2019 as a eco-exploration
program for students within the framework of “Jeju
World Peace Academy 2019”.(Ko and Lee, 2018.) First
of all, during JKCTE, we will run both Jeju Cherry Tree
Eco-Exploration symbolizing 4.3 Peace and activating
Gangjeong Village Peace through pilgrimages and
World Islands Eco-Exploration Documentary Film
Festival at the grass roots level of both Jeju National
University and Gangjeong Francesco Peace Center
glocally and educationally. It invites peace-promoting
films of the 6 party talks countries students or citizens
such as USA, Russia, Japan, mainland China, North
and South Korea universities through making use of
Jeju King Cherry trees as role of cultural ambassadors
among those countries(Ko. 2018).
In the end, it seems to be kinds of peace-promoting
or eco-recovering. In addition, Jeju also suggested
a policy agenda to form complex of Wonsan Cherry
Tree Forest as a 10 year project with cooperation of
America University of USA, Ritsumeikan University
of Japan, Wonsan Agriculture University of North
Korea, Shanghai University of mainland China, if those
entities agree to do it. Of course, we have an aim to
promote peace image of Jeju Island such as applying
a theory of 6 Culture Exploration by Glenn Paige, a
nissological paradigm by Grant McCall or Jeju 4.3
Peace Education for Korea (McCall. 2017.)
In a word, Chang Hoon Ko, Douglas Yates, Kyungwon
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Lee and Grant McCall have made great efforts for
experimenting with the 6 Party Talks Culture Plus 1
(6+1) as a 'Franchising' 'Peace Island' for Jeju World
Peace Island since 2006 together at grass roots level.
In 2010, they started " Global Peace Bultuk Assembly"
in 2010, invites "6 Culture Exploration" in 2015 and
"Jeju World Peace Academy' in 2016. If we will launch
the Jeju Cherry Trees Eco-Explaration in 2020. it
will be another cultural event for "Franchising' 'Peace
Island' with Six Party Talks students, teachers and
citizens together.(ibid)
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