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Abstract

Starting in 1990, the Jeju Branch of Teachers conducted a 4.3 history trip for the nation’s teachers.  
Discussion of 4.3 used to be prohibited but with the rise of conscious history teachers, they started to 
share the sites of pain from 4.3 along with sites of pain from modern history.  Starting in 2001, Nation-
wide 4.3 joint classes were implemented; 4.3 learning CDs were produced and distributed to classrooms 
and other learning sites which cause a lot of friction with the Office of Education. It was painful but the 
groundwork for 4.3 education was being laid. In 2003, The Provincial Office of Education published “Jeju 
4.3 Incident Education Materials: Overcoming Pain and talking of Peace” which provided an opportunity for 
teachers to officially educate about 4.3.  After this in 2008, The third edition of “Overcoming 4.3’s pain and 
talking of Peace” Teaching materials for Elementary school students, Middle school students, and teachers 
and the 4.3 Damage Report were published.  However, for eight years, 4.3 Educational materials have not 
been issued.
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Introduction

Because of the Jeju 4.3 incident, of Jeju’s 
population, which was roughly 300,000 people 
at the time, 10% died, so close to 30,000 people 
were victims. For me personally, 8 members of 
my maternal family were affected. Following the 
events of the March 1st, 1947 protest my maternal 
grandfather fled abroad, he was found and along 
with 7 close relatives were killed by the police. My 
mother spent her childhood without parents, as an 
orphan. Because of my mother cultivating the land 
and the fields while living a life of hardships, I too, 
know well, the pain of Jeju’s bereaved families. I 
did not receive education about 4.3 from the school 
system, I learned after graduating university and 
living as a teacher, by reading papers, pamphlets, 
and booklets about 4.3. Now I am teaching middle 
school science but through the bereaved families 
of 4.3, I have a deep interest and concern about 
4.3 Education. Through this connection I am 
standing here. This time I would like to discuss the 
importance of peace and human rights through 4.3 
education.

Looking at 4.3 from the Bereaved Family’s Position
Jeju 4.3 can largely be looked at from three points 

of view.
1. Jeju 4.3 from the point of view of a ill-founded 

riot or uprising.
2. Jeju 4.3 from the point of view of a noble 

struggle.
3. Jeju 4.3 from the point of view of a grand tragedy 

with many victims.
From the above view points, conservatives and 

liberals continually argue 4.3 from the prism of riot 
or struggle. So Jeju people and members of the 
bereaved families choose the third point of view.  
We do this to avoid the blaming and judging of each 
other that happens when someone selects a certain 
point of view in the current Korean Political climate.  
From the perspectives of the bereaved families, 
viewing the event as a riot or struggle fails to bring 
up the fact that only Jeju people were killed during 
the event.

Solving the Jeju 4.3 ideological prism
What is the solution for solving the ideological 

prism? Recently, Government approved textbooks 
are emerging and through the overtly conservative 
point of view 4.3 is being distorted and covered up.  
What is even worse is that the Korean Ministry of 
Education told reporters in Jeju, a few days ago, 
that they were not distorting or covering 4.3 up in 
the textbooks. It was also reported that the Jeju 
Teacher’s Union chairman was asked to resign.  

The massacre of islanders happened due to the 
government’s scorched earth military actions and 
that bereaved families just suffered severe collateral 
damage according to the conservative side. 
According to the progressive side, the government 
approved textbook is wrong and 4.3 is an example 
of a popular uprising.  When both sides are locked in 
this ideological debate, the bereaved families think 
that they are being excluded from the conservation 
and being discriminated against.
In these circumstances, educating on school 

grounds about 4.3 has real difficulties. The Korean 
Government and the Jeju people have different 
viewpoints and stances, likewise the victims and 
non-victims within Jeju have different views. Even 
some provincial assembly members think that 4.3 is 
such a complex and cruel case, they suggest to not 
educate students in school until 3 generations (90 
years) have passed from Jeju 4.3. Is this how we 
solve the problem? So I tried to look for a solution 
from example of how Eastern Europe handles 
similar historical events. (Jeju Special Self Provincial 
Office of Education : 2016a : p.9,p.12, p.25).

Last July I visited Germany and Hungary with 
the Provincial Educational Office’s support, for the 
purpose of strengthening my knowledge of foreign 
techniques and training. Germany In the very center 
of Berlin, near the Brandenburg Gate, created 
a Holocaust Park. In the past, the park was the 
headquarters to the Gestapo, there in the midst of 
terror’s own geography, the holocaust museum was 
created. With this, the Germany Government shows 
respect to the victims of the holocaust by projecting 
an image of sincerely repenting for their past 
mistakes. Also, a special law was enacted which 
gives heavy punishment to people defending Nazis 
or doing derogatory comments or acts towards 
victims and their families that suffered from the 
Nazis. The Germany government could have hid 
the past or tried to justify it but instead through the 
National settlement process laws likes these were 
enacted. They do not use extreme far right logic 
anymore; they educate the importance of peace 
and human rights to future generations through the 
education them about the holocaust.
In Hungary’s capital,  Budapest, there is a 

museum called the terror house, which I visited. 
In the exhibition hall, I was shocked to see a 
WWII bulldozer that was used to push and pile up 
countless bodies. I wondered how many slaughtered 
had that bulldozer pushed?  300,000 Hungarian’s 
were taken to Auschwitz and slaughtered.  I thought 
that the toll from Jeju 4.3 was big but this was truly 
unfathomable to me; 300,000 Hungarian dead is a 
larger pain.  The bereaved families of the victims 
could hold bitter resentment against Germany, or 
commit terrorism toward Germany in retribution, 
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but they don’t. The image of Hungary is peaceful.  
Time passes by but I heard from the guide of 
human life being the most important value that 
Perpetrators and victims reconciled with each other. 
The highest value being the respect of life, here 
the civic conscious of Hungary’s people started to 
solve the problems of the past. Through this civic 
consciousness, Hungary was the first country in 
East Europe that could be freed from Communism.  
In addition, Separated East and West German 
families were able to have a ‘European Picnic’ in 
Hungary, which contributed to the unification of the 
two Germanys.
Like this, through the two countries’ cases 

of reconciliation, I was able to see what could 
be achieved when focus is on educating the 
respect of life. There was forgiveness of each 
other, legal punishment for the distortion or 
degradation of victims or their families, creation 
of a commemorating national mood, and all of 
these to continue in posterity. Also, Germany was 
responsible for punishing its own war criminals.

Looking at 4.3 education from the bereaved 
families’ stance

Institutional 4.3 Education

A. 4.3 Education through Teacher’s Organizations
Starting in 1990, the Jeju Branch of Teachers 

conducted a 4.3 history trip for the nation’s 
teachers. Discussion of 4.3 used to be prohibited 
but with the rise of conscious history teachers, they 
started to share the sites of pain from 4.3 along with 
sites of pain from modern history. Starting in 2001, 
Nation-wide 4.3 joint classes were implemented; 
4.3 learning CDs were produced and distributed to 
classrooms and other learning sites which cause a 
lot of friction with the Office of Education. It was 
painful but the groundwork for 4.3 education was 
being laid (Lee. 2007.120. p.120).

B. Jeju Provincial Office of Education’s 4.3 
education process
In 2003, The Provincial Office of Education 

published “Jeju 4.3 Incident Education Materials: 
Overcoming Pain and talking of Peace” which 
provided an opportunity for teachers to officially 
educate about 4.3. After this in 2008, The third 
edition of “Overcoming 4.3’s pain and talking of 
Peace” Teaching materials for Elementary school 
students, Middle school students, and teachers and 
the 4.3 Damage Report were published. However, 
for eight years, 4.3 Educational materials have not 
been issued.
After the election of a more liberal superintendent 

of educat ion in 2015, the Education off ice 

supervised and organized a 4.3 Peace and human 
rights week. In addition, the Education Office 
started the Revitalize Committee for 4.3 Peace and 
Human Right Education. However the planned 2015 
publication of additional 4.3 Teaching Materials was 
postponed. It was disappointing to many people 
who excepted a more developed 4.3 Education 
Curriculum, instead of the slower moving one we 
have now.
During March 2017, newly published 4.3 related 

materials were finally published and distributed 
to local Elementary and Middle Schools.  These 
materials resolved the twisted and contorted 
contents of the National History Textbook; and 
we look forward to the education in the Jeju area 
that will take place. Starting from 2015, The Duty 
behind 4.3: Training for Educators was offered year 
round by the provincial education office and the 
program has been positively reviewed. Also, there 
has been positive reaction from students to recently 
introduced tests and fieldtrips which focus on 
families of 4.3 victims.
With the cooperation of the 4.3 Peace and 

Human Right Education Vitalization Committee, 
the Office of Education, and Educators more 4.3 
data development and an overall extension of 
4.3 Education has to be done. Also the Provincial 
Assembly and Jeju residents need to secure 
educators you already have or who can obtain 
expertise in teaching about 4.3. Currently there is 
one supervisor for 4.3 education for all of Jeju’s 
middle schools, which I think is a very difficult 
task for one person to manage all the different 
and overlapping task into responsible parts. I 
think we can achieve the purpose, within the 
Office of Education with coordination from 4.3 
Peace and Human Right Education Vitalization 
Committee to set up a separate agency to recruit 
professional 4.3 educators and be tasked with 
doing the necessary jobs needed for 4.3 education.  
Landmark changes should be introduced in the 
district education governing bodies to change the 
existing conservative tendencies in relation to 4.3 
education. Like today with teachers from New 
Haven and you, the audience, I think teachers and 
foreign institutions who exchange ideas about 
their countries peace and human rights, activities 
visiting and teaching about those historical sites, 
an expansion of international exchange through the 
participation of students is necessary.

C. 4.3 Education on school sites
1) 4.3 Education oriented for Students 
Education can be done through creative fieldwork 

and general substitute education. Within the 
creative fieldwork; by the process of self-action, 
volunteer work and club activities varied things can 
be achieved. Other than history teachers, inside 
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the classroom opportunities to teach 4.3 is limited. 
There is current implementation of exploration 
activities and volunteer work at historical sites like 
the 4.3 Peace Park for eager students as well.
2) 4.3 Education oriented for Teachers
According to Hyun, Jin-ho’s 2007 Master’s thesis 

“Jeju Middle Schools’ society and teacher’s 4.3 
awareness”; There is over 90 percent agreement 
among teachers that 4.3 education should be a 
necessity and 64% responded that a standard 
for teaching 4.3 with supplied related program 
information and teaching materials is needed. 
(Hyun.2007: 108-109). Through research like 
this we can see that the demand is large for 4.3 
education teaching materials and the necessity for 
a 4.3 education program.
After 2014, the Office of Education established 

various 4.3 job training program. They need to make 
the conditions where educators can continually 
be educated about 4.3. In addition we could try 
to invest or grant to excellent students from class 
courses, clubs, and 4.3 related competitions, etc… 
to visit mainland Korea or overseas to incentivize 
interest.  Going further,  I  suggest possibly 
sponsoring a research project related to Jeju 4.3 
Peace and Human rights for middle and high school 
students and educators or maybe a public travel-
log contest; Using the teacher’s council’s proposal 
as an example, there could also be a foreign training 
program using New Haven teachers as a good 
example. It is much more effective for students 
and educators to see with their own eyes and 
experience with their own presence than merely 
give lip service and shouting to the idea of Jeju 4.3 
education.
For the year of 2016, Jeju Province’s primary 

designated action was for the 4.3 education report 
and research results related to such to come out. 
(Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial Office of  
Education.2016b). I think, with the upcoming report 
and results and the currently applied 4.3 education 
administered at current schools that the expansion 
of 4.3 will happen

4.3 organizations focused on the youth and the 
education they provide
There are various organizations and activities 

related to 4.3 but the education of 4.3 holds one 
of the most important places within the Jeju 4.3 
Victims and Bereaved Family organizations. Starting 
in 2005, the Education offices implemented 4.3 
historical sites youth trips and it created a ripple 
effect for 4.3 education in schools and in Jeju 
society as a whole. Jeju 4.3 victims and their 
bereaved families association believe that these 
youth trips created a boom in 4.3 education. 
Since selection for these trips was limited, there 
became an intense competition for application at 

the beginning of each school year. According to the 
2014 statistics, about 21 schools and 2,100 people 
participated in the trips. According to page 42 of 
Jeju 4.3 Victims Bereaved Family Association 2014 
Mid-term Development Plan; that students were 
developing a sense of closeness, an uncle-like 
relationship with the victims of 4.3 and their support 
tour guides, also there was good responses to the 
detailed explanations of the 4.3 incident given in the 
Jeju Language.1 Students were able to understand 
the situation of 4.3 better when viewing historical 
sites in person. They were able to understand and 
feel regret about the way their ancestors needlessly 
died. After visiting the 4.3 historical sites, a wide 
variety of thoughts and impressions were shared 
through a Youth 4.3 History Travel-log Contest. [Jeju 
4.3 Victim Family Association. 2014].
As a fact, in the past, 4.3 was a taboo topic and 

so even the natural meetings for each household’s 
ancestral rites as a natural place to educate others 
about 4.3 was not allowed. 4.3 was a taboo issue 
in the past. Debate and education about 4.3 
stopped but talk persisted about the 4.3 memorials 
sentiment throughout Jeju.  During one’s ancestor’s 
memorial there would be various stories in response 
to the questions about, “How did that person die? 
& “How did they live?” There were more and more 
sanctions and oppression concerning talking about 
4.3 but our deeply respected elders would secretly 
convey to tell the stories. Now a days we are in a 
time where the family has become ‘nuclearized’ 
and elders of the victims’ families are dying and 
the religious services and ancestral culture is 
eroding. With the application of 4.3 education, the 
homogeneity of Jeju’s society is regaining and there 
is a good opportunity in retaining the disappearing 
Jeju Language.
The Association of Jeju 4.3 Islanders Solidarity 

for the purpose of the recovery of honor and the 
revealing of truth about 4.3 has held a speech 
contest for Elementary school students on the 
island since 2004. 2016 marked the 13th annual 
In the Park 4.3 Youth Talk, where elementary 
and middle school students participated. Also, 
concerning Culture and Art Events about 4.3, The 
Jeju National Culture and Arts Federation supervises 
a 4.3 Art Festival. With events like these, youth can 
have many experiences apart from school. The Jeju 
Peace Foundation started progress on operating 
a 4.3 History Classroom for Children Experience 
and others future education endeavors in 2009. If 
4.3 related organizations and education programs 
like the ones above continue to emerge, grow, and 
connect to Jeju’s youth, there will be more vitality 
indeed.

1) There has also been a push to revive the local dialect of the 
Korean, unique to the island within schools.
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Conclusion

In the meantime, once ideologically opposed 
groups like the 4.3 Bereaved Family Association and 
the Country Side Circumstance Group held hands in 
reconciliations in August of 2013. The unity of the 
two groups, who thought it would be impossible to 
reconcile our country’s past problems, has become 
a model case of the ability to move forward and a 
reminder of what still needs to be done. Lessons 
learned from the case of these two organizations 
has led to the Provincial Office of Education and the 
Provincial Assembly to adopt a more willing position 
concerning the effort for 4.3 Peace and Human 
Rights Education.
Not long ago, the cooperation of the Provincial 

Main Office and Provincial Office of Education 
developed an animation for the education of the 
Jeju Language for about 120 Million Won.  We 
should develop for the “Jeju History Culture” 
textbook and other similar 4.3 auxiliary textbooks 
to be easier for children to access and approach 
like the example above. The Office of Education 
has arrange for the development of 4.3 Education 
Materials with excellent contents, while there is 
still inadequate supplementary contents, plenty of 
outstanding educational materials are supposedly 
being made. Hopefully we can come up with a 
ground breaking turning point in 4.3 Education 
during the 70th Anniversary of 4.3. In conclusion, 
respect for human rights and life should be taught 
as the highest value of life. Also, raising the 
upcoming generational of Jeju people to love Jeju, 
to understand Jeju’s nature, to help our neighbors, 
and to have good character is a must.

Endnote

< A Field Trip to Jeju 4.3 Memorial Site at Sut-Al 
Volcano Peak at San-i-soo-dong in Jeju Island, 
S. Korea (Ko, Chang Hoon, Max Commando, Oh, 
Seung-hak, Chris Brennan) (March 10, 2017) >

<4.3 Data 1>
2016 핵심역량강화 연수 보고서(평화와 인권을 위한 교사모
임, 제주특별자치도교육청), 동유럽 역사·문화 유적지 탐방을 

통한 평화·인권교육 활성화 방안 모색, p9, p12, P25.>

<4.3 Data 2>
이영권(2007). 학교현장에서의 4.3교육, 그 현황과 과제-제주
지역 중·고등학교 현장을 중심으로, 제주4.3과 역사 제7호(제

주4.3연구소). 120쪽

<4.3 Data 3>
‘제주도 중등학교 사회과 교사들의 제주4·3교육 인식’ P108-
109. 제주대학교 교육대학원 석사학위 논문(현진호, 2007.)
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