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Abstract

Global climate change has become a major issue which affects the humanity and nature around the 
world. Caused primarily by human actions of unabated greenhouse gas emission and deforestation, 
the destructive effects of climate change have become more frequent and intense during the past 
decades. As climate change is a global problem, addressing its causes and consequences also 
requires global responses. While climate change is caused by people from various parts of the 
world, its impacts disproportionately affect people in coastal regions and islands around the world, 
and marginalized poor communities in developing countries. Everyone in the planet has a role 
in addressing climate change, but governments, non governmental organizations (NGOs,), and 
corporations have broader roles and responsibilities. Due to their mission alignments to protect the 
environment and conserve nature, environmental NGOs play several vital roles in the fight against 
climate change. Environmental NGOs and international NGOs are in a unique position to respond, 
and to facilitate the involvement of other sectors in mitigation and adaptation strategies for climate 
change. This article discusses some of the roles and responsibilities of NGOs in addressing climate 
change.
 
Keywords :   Climate change, coastal areas, islands, environmental NGOs, environmental INGOs, 
mitigation, adaptation.

Roles of NGOs in Addressing the Climate Change Cisis 
in Coastal Regions and Islands

“Climate change is an issue impacting all aspects of our life; it does not distinguish between developing or 
developed countries, Asia, North America, or Africa. It is an issue affecting all of humanity, the whole Planet 

Earth. How we deal with this will determine whether we will leave this planet to the next generation in a 
hospitable state. This is not for any particular country.

This is for all humanity.”

Ban Ki-Moon, UN Secretary General
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Assistant Professor, Department of Family, Youth & Community Sciences, 

University of Florid, USA
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Introduction

Global climate change (also known as global 
warming) refers to worldwide increases in 
atmospheric temperature. Climate change 
affects humanity through melting glaciers and 
ice shelves, rising sea levels, inland floods, 
frequent and stronger tropical cyclones, periods 
of increased heat, and the spread of diseases 
resulting from them. Climate change will, 
if allowed to continue, result it catastrophic 
effects on our ecosystems and to the entire 
humanity. Due to its growing severity and 
very little global attempts to address its causes, 
climate change has emerged as the single most 
serious issue that is confronting humanity 
today.

Primary contributors to climate change 
include consumption of  fossi l  fuel  and 
depletion of forests that result in the emission 
of green house gases. These greenhouse gases 
- Carbon dioxide (CO2) Methane (CH4), 
Nitrous oxide (N2O) & other Fluorinated 
gases - trap heat within earth’s atmosphere 
and thus make the planet warmer. Climate 
change,  caused by environmental pollution 
and emission of greenhouse gases affect the 
globe in two major ways: First, disturbance in 
natural global atmospheric temperature that 
results in abnormal, unusual, frequent, and 
destructive weather patterns including super 
cyclones, high category hurricanes, storm 
surges, etc. The second major effect of climate 
change is sea-level rise caused by the alarming 
rate of melting glaciers and polar ice caps due 
to increased atmospheric temperature.  For 
example, scientists have proven the serious 
levels of melting in Antarctic ice sheet and how 
it is resulting in sea level rise. 

Human activities are responsible for almost 
all of the greenhouse gas emissions into the 
atmosphere over the last century. According 
to US Environmental Protection Agency, 
greenhouse gas emissions increased by over 
16 times between 1900 - 2008, and 1.5 times 
between 1990 - 2008. According to Oxfam 
International, between 1998 and 2007, 98% 
of the 250 million people affected by natural 
disasters worldwide suffered from climate 

related disasters. By 2015, an average of over 
375 million people will be affected by climate-
related disasters each year. 

Cities are major contributors to climate 
change, producing more than 60% of all 
carbon dioxide and higher proportion of 
other greenhouse gas emissions. With high 
concentration of people, cities are also 
vulnerable to extreme weather events. Rapid 
urbanization in developing counties has 
put major stress to their city infrastructure 
s y s t e m s ,  t h e r e b y  m a k i n g  t h e m  m o r e 
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 
change. While greenhouse gas emissions and 
environmental pollution occur in various parts 
of the world, main victims of the consequences 
of climate change are communities that live 
in and round coastal areas, residents of low 
lying island nations, and the marginalized 
poor people in developing countries. 

If current trends and patters in climate 
change continue, average temperatures of 
countries across the world are expected to 
rise between 1 and 4 degrees Celsius (Climate 
Change Research Network). Climate change 
has resulted in serious scientific, political, 
social and economic debates and international 
negotiations, but very little has been achieved 
to address its causes and preparing for its 
consequences.  

In spite of scientific proofs, numerous 
disasters, and signs of impending calamities, 
climate change has not gained the attention 
that it requires in several parts of the world. 
Even in countries and societies where people 
have basic knowledge about climate change, 
not much have been done to address it. In 
some pockets of the world, people have 
grown to be aware of climate change and 
have made minor changes in their behaviors 
including reduced consumption of fossil fuels. 
However, increased fossil fuel consumption 
by the rapidly growing middle and upper 
income groups in several developing countries 
including India and China, contributes to 
unabated emission of greenhouse gases. 

Because climate change is a global problem 
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with various dimensions from different parts 
of the world, solutions to address climate 
change also need to be global in nature. 
However, due to varying socio and geo 
political realities within which countries and 
regions operate, and the lack of concerted 
global-level collaborative efforts, addressing 
climate change continues to be complex. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  N o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l 
Organizations (NGOs), due to their mission-
focused nature, are in an unique position 
to play pivotal roles to link various players 
(such as the people, governments, and 
corporations), and highlight various issues 
of climate change in order to stimulate 
responses at the local, national, regional and 
international levels. 

Consequences of Climate Change
S o m e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f 

climate change include: Higher atmospheric 
temperatures, shrinking glaciers, changing 
global landscapes, more heat-related illnesses 
and diseases, flood-related illnesses and disease, 
poverty and food insecurity, serious threats to 
wildlife, rising seas and their dire effects on 
coastal and island communities, increased risk 
of drought, fire and floods, stronger storms and 
increased storm damages, and economic losses 
due to all of the above.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
predicts that the damages caused by climate 
change are significant and will increase to 
serious levels over time. In its 2007 Summary 
for Policy Makers, IPCC projected the following 
regional impacts:

“Asia: Fresh water availability projected 
to decrease considerably by 2020, 
coastal areas will be at risk due to 
increased flooding, death rates from 
drought & flood will increase.

North America: decreasing snow pack 
in Western mountains, 5-20% decrease 
in rain-fed agriculture yield, increased 
heat waves in cities.

Latin America: Gradual depletion of 
tropical forests, loss of biodiversity, 
reduced water availability. 

Europe: Increased risks of flash floods, 
coastal flooding and erosion, reduced 
snow cover, loss of species, low crop 
productivity. 

Africa: By 2020, up to 250 M people 
projected to face water stress, droughts 
caus ing  up  to  50% reduc t ion  in 
agricultural yield.

Oceania: Extreme heat waves, droughts, 
and forest fires.

Small islands: Sea level rise is expected 
to exacerbate inundation, storm surge, 
erosion and other coastal hazards, 
thus threatening vital infrastructures, 
settlements and facilities that support 
the livelihood of island communities. 
Deterioration in coastal conditions is 
expected to affect local resources. By 
mid-century, climate change is expected 
to reduce water resources in many 
small islands in the Caribbean and the 
Pacific to the point that they become 
insufficient to meet demands during 
low-rainfall.”

Serious Adverse Impacts of Climate Change 
on Coastal Regions and Island Nations

Throughout the history, coastal cities and 
regions have always played a vital role in human 
civilizations by being the hubs for maritime 
trade and tourism activities. Island nations and 
their cities relied heavily on the proximity and 
resources from the oceans. It has been estimated 
that 23% of the world’s population lives both 
within 100 kilo meters distance of the coast 
and less than 100 meters above sea level, and 
population densities in coastal regions are about 



12

WEIS(World Environment and Island Studies)

three times higher than the global average 
(Nicholls, et.al. 2007). Beach and coastal areas 
have always attracted people, resulting in higher 
concentration of residential populations in ocean 
front areas, increasing levels of tourism and 
other economic activities, and large investment 
in infrastructure services. 

Due to the threats and realities of climate 
change induced sea level rise, coastal areas, 
coastal  cities, and especially island nations are 
at serious risks of damages to their residents, 
properties and economies. The world’s major 
megalopolises such as New York, USA, 
Barcelona, Spain, Cape Town, South Africa, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, Sydney, Australia, etc. are all 
under the constant threats of sea level rise from 
climate change. Island nations and states around 
the world are at an even more dire situations 
with regard to the effects of climate change on 
their entire communities and eco systems. The 
extreme case is that of the Asian island nation 
of Maldives in the Indian Ocean which is only 
eight feet above sea level at its highest point. 
Maldives and several other island nations with 
low elevations above sea level are in serious 
danger of disappearing all together if the sea 
level continues to rise. Island states, provinces, 
or territories such as Hawaii, USA, Jeju, South 
Korea, Andaman Islands, India are all also under 
such pressure.

Nowhere else in the world the impending 
plights of an island nation that is succumbing 
to the wraths of climate change are more 
server than in Kiribati, the island nation of 
the Pacific that once was a paradise tourism 
destination. Kiribati is sinking and sea level 
rise has already claimed large swaths of lands 
that were once human settlements and home of 
local communities. The seriousness of climate 
change and sea level rise in Kiribati are well 
captured in a brief documentary video titled 
“Kiribati – A Climate Change Reality,” available 
in Youtube at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cIG7vt1ZPKE

Responding to Climate Change
Global responses to address the looming issues 
of climate change are broadly categorized into: 

Mitigation 

Adaptation 

Mitigation focuses on diminishing the factors 
that cause climate change, and adaptation efforts 
focus on protecting people from the impacts of 
climate change. Only a few countries have made 
some inroads in mitigation and/or adaptation.

Mi t iga t ion  s t ra teg ies  inc lude :  po l icy 
framework with sound enforcement mechanism; 
collaborative partnerships between all sectors to 
promote preventive measures; linking climate 
change to local rural & urban environmental 
and developmental initiatives; increasing 
awareness on reduction in the use of fossil fuels 
and increase in alternative sources of energy; 
providing access for people to information 
on climate change and its consequences; and 
promoting and maintaining green spaces.

Adaptation strategies include: protecting eco 
systems through nature conservation policies and 
implementation; investing in infrastructures that 
support and augment sustainable development; 
promoting commitments of local governments 
to assist their residents, especially the poor and 
marginalized such as slum dwellers; and raising 
awareness in coastal areas about potential effects 
of sea level rises.

The key players in both mitigation and 
adaptation climate change strategies are 
the governments, the people, international 
organizations, NGOs, International NGOs and 
corporations.

Types and Strategies of Environmental 
NGOs: 

Although the  typology and scopes  of 
environmental NGOs vary, four types of them 
have high impacts and are more visible than the 
other types.

Grassroots Environmental NGOs grow from 
within communities, initiated by leaders or 
groups or movements to protect community 
environment and conserve natural resources. 
They focus on short-term environmental 
projects in communities, so that long term 
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environmental empowerment can be achieved. 
Grassroots environmental NGOs need little 
or no intervention from outsiders, although 
information and technical advice from other 
established NGOs can help them greatly in their 
efforts and impacts. 

Advocacy Environmental NGOs  are typically 
established by environmentalists or group 
of people who desire to address one or more 
aspects of environmental concerns. Strategies 
of advocacy environmental NGOs focus on 
raising public awareness on environmental 
and other issues in order to increase their 
awareness and actions against environmental 
degradation. They link people with the political 
processes, so that they can demand services 
from governments based on their rights.  They 
partner with local media to get the word out in 
order to increase awareness among the public 
about environmental issues and needs to address 
them. They also lobby law making bodies and 
regulatory agencies to bring their attention 
environmental issues faced by communities. 
T h e y  a l s o  a c t  a s  g u a r d i a n s  o f  p u b l i c 
environmental interest, especially the interests 
of underserved communities.

Development Environmental NGOs are 
direct social service providers, with missions 
to address  particular environmental issues. 
Based on the needs, they design and implement 
projects that benefit underserved or unserved 
communities.

International Environmental NGOs operate 
in a variety of areas that address various global 
environmental issues, especially such issues 
faced by developing nations. They also involve 
in negotiating global environmental solutions 
among various governments and corporations.  
Almost all environmental INGOs have taken-
up climate change as one of their priority 
agendas. They provide advocacy on emission of 
greenhouse gases and effects of climate change 
issues that affect humanity on regional and global 
scales. Some environmental INGOs carry-
out high level research on various causes and 
consequences of climate change and disseminate 
findings to global audience. They serve as data-
banks for information on the climate change 
related issues and their potential solutions. 

Passive awareness-building is the mode of 
operations for some environmental INGOs 
through dissemination of educational material 
on issues. INGOs also take active and in some 
cases extreme approaches to protest greenhouse 
gas emissions and fossil fuel drilling that 
contribute to climate change and environmental 
degradation. 

Another most visible area of INGO operations 
is in humanitarian assistance. There is a growing 
number of INGOs in the broad area of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance. They 
provide relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction 
for people who are affected by climate change 
related disasters. 

Roles of Environmental NGOs in Addressing 
Climate Change Related Issues:

Although most of the environmental NGOs do 
not have their entire missions to address climate 
change related issues specifically, by the very 
nature of their causes to protect the environment 
and promote conservation, they directly attempt 
solutions towards climate change issues. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e  a l m o s t  a l l 
environmental NGOs have taken climate change 
as one of their focus areas. 

The United Nations, the largest legitimate 
international organization, initiated the first 
major global agreement to address climate 
change in 1992 at the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development, also known 
as the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. At this 
conference, UN member nations adopted the 
United Nations Framework on Climate Change 
(UNFCC) which set the stage for collaborative 
global attempts to address climate change. 

In so many ways, various climate change 
related initiatives and organizations of the 
United Nations paved the way for environmental 
and other NGOs to follow specific directions 
and to develop action plans to address climate 
change at local, national, regional and global 
scales. In the context of NGOs and climate 
change, it is important to understand UN’s roles 
on climate change initiatives. Intergovernmental 
Panel on Global Change (IPCC) and UN-
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Habitat’s Cities and Climate Change Initiative 
(CCCI) are the major organizations of the 
United Nations that assist environmental NGOs 
with technical information. 

The following sections highlight various 
roles of NGOs in climate change mitigation, 
climate change adaptation, climate change 
advocacy, engagement with local governments, 
engagement with corporations, and partnership 
with media and utilization of social media to 
address climate change on a global scale. 

NGOs’ Roles in Mitigation
 It is a well-known fact that most of the 

world’s greenhouse gas emissions originate in 
and around urban areas. Many environmental 
NGOs have attempted to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in cities and industrial centers. 
Through their  expertise and community 
networks, they have increased public awareness 
on the causes and consequences of climate 
change. Their major strategy is to link climate 
change to local urban environmental and 
developmental initiatives. They promote 
environment-friendly practices and reduction 
in the use of fossil fuels that contribute to 
CO2 emission. They also promote citizen 
participation in addressing and resolving local 
environmental issues, thereby empowering 
them. 

D u e  t o  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t 
organizations outside the government and 
corporate sectors,  environmental  NGOs 
play active watchdog roles by observing 
and evaluating various government policy 
directions and private sector actions that affect 
the local environment. Some environmental 
NGOs also provide direct  services that 
involve the expansion of green spaces through 
projects such as planting trees and developing 
community gardens. When established, such 
green spaces can serve as carbon sinks by 
absorbing emissions. Environmental NGOs 
play the advocacy role by informing legislative 
bodies, elected officials and bureaucrats about 
environmental and climate change concerns 
and assist in policy development to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions (Kumaran 2011). 

Often times, the work of environmental 
NGOs in mitigation are effective, if/when 
grassroots environmental NGOs and advocacy 
environmental NGOs work together.

NGOs’ Roles in Adaptation
Adaption as a strategy to address climate 

change  ha s  been  de f ined  by  t he  In t e r 
Governmental Panel on Climate Change as “ 
any adjustment in natural or human systems in 
response to actual or expected climate stimuli or 
their effects, which moderates  harm or exploits 
beneficial opportunities” (Parry, et. al. 2007).

As the destructive effects of climate change 
have begun to affect people in different parts of 
the world to differing degrees, the need to adapt 
to them is also increasing. Environmental NGOs 
help affected communities cope with climate 
change effects, depending on local political, 
cultural, historical and climatic conditions. 
These initiatives range from nature conservation 
and protection of the eco systems to citizens 
action to pressure local, state and national 
governments for investing in infrastructure 
including water supply, drainage and road 
network (Kumaran 2011). In coastal cities, 
NGOs also raise awareness at all levels on 
potential effects of sea level rises and provide 
rehabilitation and reconstruction services to 
affected and marginalized people. 

Often times, development environmental 
N G O s  p l a y  v i t a l  r o l e s  i n  a d a p t a t i o n , 
by providing specific projects that help 
communities to cope with the damages or 
adverse effects of climate change. Their projects 
include promoting livelihood opportunities of 
marginal communities and rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of communities seriously affected 
by climate change related disasters. 

The Landscape of Environmental NGOs that 
Address Climate Change

 Environmental NGOs range widely 
in their size, scope, and impacts. Due to their 
overall mission alignments in protecting the 
environment, they are a natural fit in responding 
to climate change that threatens the entire 
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humanity. The good news is that there is a 
growing number of climate change related NGO 
initiatives at regional and transnational levels 
that provide educational, technical and other 
resources needed to address various aspects of 
climate change (Kumaran, 2011). The following 
section provides brief profiles of INGOs and 
NGOs that are in the forefront of actions 
against climate change. These organizations, 
in addition to their specific missions to protect 
the environment and conserve nature, have 
embarked on major initiatives to address climate 
change.
The Nature Conservancy

The mission of Nature Conservancy is “to 
conserve the lands and waters on which all life 
depends.” The organization, based in the USA, 
operates in more than 35 countries around the 
world. The Nature Conservancy’s strategy is 
to develop non-confrontational collaborative 
approaches with communities, governments, 
local NGOs and corporation to fulfill its mission. 

Under the theme of “People + Nature = 
Solutions,” the organization disseminates a 
variety of information and galvanizes climate 
action at local community level through its 
partners. The organization’s website provide 
latest news and features with video feeds and 
reports on climate change related issues and best 
practices. 

Website: http://www.nature.org/

Greenpeace International: 

Greenpeace, based in The Netherlands, 
operate in several countries in all continents. 
Its mission is “Greenpeace is the leading 
independent campaigning organization that uses 
peaceful protests and creative communication 
to expose global environmental problems and 
to promote solutions that are essential to a 
green and peaceful future.” By its very nature, 
the organization takes an active approach in 
protecting the environment through campaigns 
and protests aimed at polluters, especially 
multi-national oil companies that contribute 
to greenhouse emission. Its strategies include 

campaigns where its volunteers actually travel in 
Greenpeace ships to expose pollutions caused by 
off shore drilling and other industrial operations. 
Climate change is featured as the first item in 
Greenpeace website’s “what we do,” link. Its 
climate change webpage contains numerous 
information and reports on climate action by the 
organization.

Website: http://www.greenpeace.org/

Oxfam International: 
Oxfam International is an international 

confederation of 17 organizations that work with 
local communities in more than 90 countries. Its 
mission is “to help create lasting solutions to the 
injustice of poverty.” Although Oxfam is an anti-
poverty INGO and not an environmental INGO, 
it is a champion for addressing climate change 
issues faced by the poor people, especially those 
in developing nations. This is due to the fact that 
poor communities that live in land-locked and 
coastal areas in marginal lands such as slums are 
the most severely affected by heat and draught 
related issues and heavy storm and sea level rise 
issues. Oxfam utilizes multimedia tools to build 
awareness on its cause. 

Website: http://www.oxfam.org/

International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN):

IUCN is a unique INGO with about 100 
countries and more than a thousand NGOs as 
its members. Founded in 1948, it is the oldest 
and largest global environmental organization. 
Conserving global biodiversity is the core 
mission of IUCN. In the recent years, this INGO 
has taken climate change as its top priority area 
due the destruction of biodiversity in coastal and 
inland areas around the world. It targets areas 
that have faced depletion of biodiversity in order 
to revive and restore them. 

In addition to its direct operations, IUCN 
also organizes its once-in-four-years global 
congress, touted as the environmental Olympics 
or the Olympics of environmental protection 



16

WEIS(World Environment and Island Studies)

and conservation. IUCN Congress brings 
together the key players of global environmental 
protection,  and provides a platform for 
discussions, information exchange, resolutions, 
negotiations and treaties on environmental 
protection and conservation. IUCN’s most recent 
congress, with the theme “Nature+: Towards 
a new era of conservation, sustainability and 
nature-based solutions,” was held in Jeju Island, 
hosted by the Jeju Special Self-Governing 
Province in 2012. Attended by 11,000 world 
environmental leaders and representatives of 
NGOs, transnational agencies such as UN, multi-
national corporations, local governments, and 
national government environment ministries, it 
was by far the most successful IUCN congress. 
During this congress, climate change took a 
central stage along with sustainable future and 
bio-diversity.

Website: http://www.iucn.org/

The Green Belt Movement: 

Established in 1977 by the late Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Dr. Wangari Maathai, The Green 
Belt Movement has the mission “to strive for 
better environmental management, community 
empowerment, and livelihood using tree-
planting as an entry point.” Operating primarily 
in Kenya, this NGO follows novel approaches 
to expand green spaces for environmental 
protection and as carbon sink through projects 
such as “gift-a-tree global campaign,” “stepping-
up on climate change and forest action,” and 
“climate-smart adaptation.” 

Website: http://www.greenbeltmovement.org/

Climate Council:                     

Climate Council is an Australian environmental 
NGO that “exists to provide independent, 
authoritative climate change information to the 
Australian public.” The organization emerged 
as an NGO after the Australian government 
dismantled the public funded Australian Climate 
Commission. This NGO provides a variety of 
scientific reports relating to climate change 
issues in Australia and Oceania, their causes, 
effects, and solutions. Its strategies include 
dissemination of a variety of educational reports 

and multimedia material appropriate for various 
audience in the region. 

Website: https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/

The Asian Cities Climate Change Resilience 
Network (ACCCRN): Funded by Rockefeller 
Foundation, ACCCRN “aims to catalyze 
attention, funding, and action on building 
c l imate  change res i l ience for  poor  and 
vulnerable people by creating robust models 
and methodologies for assessing and addressing 
risk through active engagement and analysis of 
various cities.” It currently has a network of ten 
major Asian cities that focus on their abilities to 
survive the wrath of climate change and recover 
from its impacts. ACCCRN promotes climate 
change resiliency in cities, especially their 
vulnerable and poor communities through early 
warning systems, disease response systems, 
ground water conservation, and neighborhood 
level micro resiliency planning. 

Website: http://www.acccrn.org/

T h e  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  N e t w o r k  ( C A N 
International): “is a global network of over 900 
NGOs in more than 100 countries, working 
to promote government and individual action 
to limit human-induced climate change to 
ecologically sustainable levels.” CAN-I’s 
current areas of focus and campaigns include: 
“Achieving a Comprehensive Global Climate 
Action Plan, People Power and the Sustainable 
Development Agenda, and Implementing 
Low Carbon Development.” The organization 
also hosts climate summits and sustainable 
development working group meetings through 
its network around the world. 

Website: http://www.climatenetwork.org/

Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI): 

I C L E I  ( a c r o n y m  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  n a m e 
International Council for Local Environmental 
Initiatives) is known as Local Governments 
for Sustainability. Based in Germany, it is 
an international association of metropolitan 
g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  p r o m o t e  s u s t a i n a b l e 
development. Its membership includes over 
1000 small, medium, large and mega cities 
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in 84 countries. ICLEI “provides technical 
consulting, training, and information services 
to build capacity, share knowledge, and support 
local governments in the implementation of 
sustainable development at the local level.”

The organization’s Carbon Center promotes its 
member cities’ transformation into low-carbon 
cities and advocates for their increased roles in 
addressing climate change. 

Website: http://www.iclei.org/

NGO Engagements with Corporations and 
Local Governments to Address Climate 
Change

The corporate sectors, especially industries, 
are the major contributors to climate change 
through greenhouse gas emission in the 
process of resource extraction, manufacturing 
and distribution. There are evidences that 
greenhouse gases  emit ted by corporate 
production and distribution contribute to over 
50% in most countries (Jeong, 2014). So, it 
is vital that environmental NGOs lessen their 
confrontational approach with the corporate 
sector, and engage them with exchange of 
scientific information about their roles in climate 
change and rational deliberations to reduce their 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Efforts similar to the Arhus Convention 
that provided the platform for environmental 
NGOs, governments, and corporations to come 
together in order to discuss and address issues 
of environmental justice, need to be initiated by 
environmental INGOs and NGOs to deliberate 
with the corporate sector on its roles in CO2 
and other greenhouse emissions. With delicate 
collaborative approaches, such deliberations can 
result in negotiations for viable climate change 
mitigation strategies adopted by the corporate 
sector. 

Another sector that environmental NGOs 
need to work in partnership (rather than 
confrontations) are the local governments. Local 
governments constantly deal with environmental 
issues at city, town, municipal and village 
levels. As the levels of governments closest to 

the people in their jurisdictions, they can play 
vital roles in both climate change mitigation 
and adaptation. Environmental NGOs need to 
play the role of local government’s partners 
in climate change issues by building public 
awareness on the issues, providing advocacy to 
local government law makers and bureaucrats, 
promoting citizen participation in mitigation 
and adaptation, and by rendering the watchdog 
function to hold corporate and industrial 
polluters accountable for their greenhouse gas 
emission. 

In developing nations, numerous city, county 
and municipal level governments refuse to 
work with marginalized communities and slum 
dwellers, because of wrong perceptions that 
they contribute to local government problems. 
In reali ty,  slum and squatter  sett lement 
communities are the most vulnerable to the 
adverse effects of climate change. This is 
another area where environmental NGOs 
can bring the issues of marginalized poor 
residents to local government officials and 
collaboratively seek solutions to those issues.  
Local governments often operate with policy 
and resource restrictions. Understanding and 
respecting them, and working with them on 
mitigation and adaptation strategies will bring 
positive outcomes for both NGOs and local 
governments as partners in addressing climate 
change. 

Partnership with Traditional Media and 
Utilization of Social Media

Environmental NGOs that have initiatives 
to address climate change related issues 
develop active collaborative partnerships 
with the traditional media. Traditional media 
is very effective to reach out to the public 
for awareness-building and action regarding 
climate change. Traditional media outlets such 
as local, regional, national and international 
newspapers, television networks, magazines 
and periodicals have shown tremendous 
support for environmental NGOs to highlight 
their causes, especially regarding climate 
change. They have also helped the scientific 
community, in collaboration with environmental 
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NGOs, in translating scientific data into easily 
understandable printed, audio and televised 
reports on how climate change affects people 
and nature in different parts of the world. They 
assist NGOs in disproving common myths 
regarding climate change and its immediate and 
long-term threats.  

Another fast-growing information mechanism 
that can be effective for environmental NGOs 
to promote public awareness on climate change 
is the social media. Social media outlets such as 
facebook, twitter and youtube have proven how 
information can spread inexpensively and very 
quickly to a wide global audience through them. 

Twitter, for example, can be powerful in 
spreading climate change information to those 
who follow them and forward them through 
sharp micro blogs. Twitter feeds can also have 
numerous features for links and information 
imbedded in them for elaborations on climate 
change. Facebook can be a very effective 
tool to connect broad global networks of 
environmentalists on climate change related 
causes. Youtube has proven, time and time 
again, to be efficient and effective for amateur 
and professional environmentalist to document 
and record a variety of information regarding 
climate change through audio and video files and 
post them for immediate access to people around 
the world through internet. For example, the 
Youtube video mentioned earlier in this article 
titled “Kiribati: A Climate Change Reality,” 
is the actual portrayal of how climate change 
affects people and communities in various parts 
of the world. Without such powerful audio/video 
tools, majority of the population in the world 
are likely to continue to be unaware of the dire 
impacts of climate change, especially its impacts 
on coastal and island nation communities. Social 
media, thus, can bring global awareness on 
the plight of affected people and in support of 
initiatives to help them.  

Social media also helps NGOs to recruit new 
generations of environmental advocates and 
supporters from the millennial and following 
generations. All environmental NGOs whose 
profiles are given in the previous section engage 
with their constituents very actively through 
social media. Their utilization of social media is 

one of the reasons for their success in reaching 
out to their audience.
Conclusion and Future Directions

Environmental NGOs need to acknowledge 
the fact that while greenhouse gas emissions and 
environmental pollution are caused by several 
countries and societies in the world, their adverse 
effects impact coastal regions around the world 
and poor communities in developing countries. 
They need a balanced approach to chide the 
polluters and assist affected communities to cope 
with the effects of climate change. Drumming 
up the seriousness of climate change effects in 
coastal regions and island nations of the world 
is not just the responsibilities of NGOs that are 
based in this areas or environmental NGOs with 
the mission to protect these areas. It is, in fact, 
the responsibilities of all environmental NGOs 
and INGOs around the world.

While responses to climate change should 
come on a  global  scale ,  NGOs that  are 
specialized in or established with missions of 
protecting coastal and island communities should 
embark on major information and advocacy 
campaigns through local and global media. They 
also should promote events that will bring world 
environmental leaders together for discussions, 
identification of strategies to address the adverse 
effects of climate change, and negotiations. 
A good example of this is Jeju Special Self-
governing Province’s recent initiatives to 
establish such a global event on an ongoing 
basis. The Jeju Special Self-governing Province, 
in collaboration with IUCN and through the 
deliberations of an international advisory panel 
of environmental experts, is poised to launch 
the Jeju World Environmental Leaders’ Forum 
beginning in 2015. Organization for this Forum 
are underway, and when launched, this Forum is 
expected to set a good example of how various 
stakeholders can come together to discuss and 
attempt to resolve climate change issues.

In addition to their programs and projects, 
in  order  to  s tay t rue  to  their  miss ions , 
environmental NGOs that address climate 
change need to have organizational capacity, 
efficiency and effectiveness. They need to 
have good governance that can set the policy 
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directions through which they are governed. 
They should have active strategic planning 
processes that will propel them to expand 
their scope on climate change and plan for 
its constantly changing characteristics and 
intensity. They also need to mobilize steady 
revenues from diversified sources in order to 
continue their work on climate change issues. 
Environmental NGOs operating on any aspect 
of climate change should constantly explore 
opportunities to network with other NGOs with 
similar missions for collaborative partnership. 
Because, given the global nature of climate 
change, networking among all environmental 
NGOs is key to increase awareness on and 
mitigate risks of climate change, and promote 
adaptation and other measures to deal with the 
damages caused by climate change. 
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