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Our new future, how ready are we?
: The Reconnection Model

Ignace Schops
(Directeur/Director, President EUROPARC Federation, Goldman Prize Winner,

Ashoka Fellow Climate Leadership Corps - Al Gore, Belium)

Abstract

I would like to ask you to incorporate the (Re)connection Model as a model for sustainable and inclusive change that you 
already use in Jeju as one of the guiding principles that could also be interesting for other countries as well.

This period is decisive for the planet. UN Secretary-General António Guterres stated that the last report - ‘The Physical 
Science basis’ - published by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is a code red for humanity. “The 
alarm bells are deafening, and the evidence is irrefutable:  greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel burning and 
deforestation are choking our planet and putting billions of people at immediate risk,” the Secretary-General says in a 
statement. 

At the UN CBD COP 15 and COP 26 in Glasgow parties try to agree to build a biodiversity-friendly, climate-neutral and 
resilient planet. To keep global warming far below 2°C (idealy maximum warming of 1.5°) we need to be climate-neutral 
in 2050 and half the emissions of greenhouse gasses in the next decade. To stop the decline of natural ecosystems and 
to stop the Holocene extinction/Sixth extinction of species we need to halt the loss of biodiversity in the next decade and 
start immediately to restore our natural ecosystems. 

The (Re)connection Model can be helpful to reach these objectives. First, we need to give more space, light, food and 
care to nature. Second, we need to translate ‘biodiversity’ into a language that people can understand and relate to. It is 
only when they’ll find reasons to love the world that they’ll save it. Third, we need to adopt the (Re) connection model in 
which we reconnect nature with nature, people with nature, business with nature, as well as a policy with practice. It is 
by thinking globally, acting locally and changing personally that we’ll create the world we want, starting today, caring for 
nature and future generations. 
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The  Open ing  o f  a  “Green  Growth 
Organization” of the Jeju Declaration from 
WCC 2012 Actualizes as Establishment 
of an ASIAPARC Federation, Partnership 
Organization of EUROPARC Federation in 
2016 (WEIS 5-2: June 30 2015. p.102)

As the Federation has the knowledge of how to 

manage the national parks of the EU based on the 

'Reconnected Model between Nature and Society', 

the Committee and Association established 

an international educational infrastructure to 

protect UNESCO World Heritage as an example 

of exchanging educational projects of the ‘Green 

Growth and Travelism Summer School’ of Hasselt 

University and Jeju National University based 

on the Maurice Strong University Network. We 

can cooperate with each other to support the 

establishment of a global governance system 

through an educat ional  program of  human 

resources, which provides manpower for the project 

of management of UNESCO International Protected 

Areas, resilience of Hanon Maar Crater, and peace 

parks of demilitarized zone in Korean peninsula 

(Hoon, Ignace and Chang H., 2015).

  This article is to explore possibilities, potentials 

and prospects of practicing the Jeju declaration of 

an integrated management of UNESCO Protected 

Areas in Jeju Island through international education 

programs. Second, although Seogwipo city 

completed a study of plans of Hanon Maar Crater 

in July of 2014 upon its approval as one of the 

policy motions of the 2012 WCC, it didn’t get any 

attention

from the Korean government to support its 

resilience project until now. Third, the chair of 

EUROPARC Federation supported the resilience 

project as a world case project at the ‘Jeju UNESCO 

Int’l Protected Areas Workshop of 2014’ and the 

World

Parks Congress in Sydney in November of 2014. 

Fourth, the chair of the Committee of Education, 

Culture, Sports, and Tourism of the Korean National 

Assembly recommended the World Association for 

Island Studies (WAIS) to initiate the establishment 

of ASIAPARC Federation as a partner organization 

of EUROPARC Federation on March 12, 2015 at a 

signatory meeting of the above-mentioned MOU. 

As soon as we will establish on March 24, 2016 

as ASIAPARC Federation of WAIS with assistance 

and partnership of EUROPARC Federation, we will 

try to push its resilience as a top policy agenda 

symbolizing island library and keeping the 50,000-

year history of East Asian ancient organisms and 

climate data.

The Opening of a "Green Growth Organization" 

of the Jeju Declaration of WCC 2012 Actualizes 

as Establishment of an ASIAPARC Federation, 

Partnership Organization of EUROPARC Federation 

in 2016. A. Establishment of ASIAPARC Federation 

Proposed as Partnership Organization of EUROPARC 

Federation  Mr. Ignace Schops suggested his 

idea in his presentation “ Reconnected Model of 

Resilience Issues of Hanon Crater and Jeju Int’l 

UNESCO Protected Areas” at Peace Island Spring 

Seminar on March 12, 2015 at Jeju National 

University by Mr. Ignace Schops. He highlights 

Climate Resilience and Biodiversity in his lecturing. 

Mr. Ignace Schops, Ashoka Fellow, Goldman Prize 

winner, and ambassador for Al Gore’s ‘Climate 

Leadership Corps’ presented his worldview, in 

which biodiversity and nature, placed at the heart of 

society, become assets for “glocal” development

and climate resilience. He and Dr. Ko Chang 

Hoon recommended to push a resilience project 

of Hanon Maar Crater as a world case project to 

Mr. Sul Hoon, a chairperson of the Committee of 

Education, Culture, Tourism and Sports of Korean 

National Assembly this morning (March 12, 2015) 

at his office in Seoul. Ignace Schops believes that 

biodiversity can be both preserved and showcased 

by connecting the environment to economic 

and social development, 0as well as by bringing 



Vo,11 No.4 December 30, 2021

155

together the private industry, regional governments 

and local stakeholders. During his intervention, 

Schops said: First, we need to give more space, 

light, food and care to nature.  Second, we need to 

translate ‘biodiversity’ in a language that people can 

understand and relate to. It is only when they’ll find 

reasons to love the world that they’ll save it. Third, 

we need to adopt the (Re) connection model in 

which we reconnect nature with nature, people with 

nature, business with nature, as well as policy with 

practise. It is by thinking globally, acting locally and 

changing personally that we’ll 

World Environment University : Institutional 
Structure, Organization and the Structure 
of the Academic Program (WEIS:103: 
September 30, 2020 : pp.108-109)

Memorial conference of MFS on September 8 and 

November 10, 2020 at Jejudo, South Korea7

Maurice Frederick Strong (Apri l  29, 1929 - 

November 27, 2015) was a born Canadian.

In the early 1970s, he was Secretary-General of 

the United Nations Conference on the Human 

Environment and then became the first executive 

director of the United Nations Environment 

Programme. He was President of the Council of the 

University for Peace from 1998 to 2006, chair of the 

World Economic Forum and special advisor of the 

UN and the World Bank.

I t  was  h i s  w ish  to  deve lop  the  “WORLD 

E N V I RO N M E N T  U N I V E R S I T Y ”  ( W E U ) ,  a n 

interconnected network of universities, institutions 

and partners that work together, exchange 

experiences and knowledge resulting in a new 

sustainable design for the world. To date, there 

is not al lot celebrate. The COVID crisis obliged 

us to look at the wider picture. 7) Ignace Schops, 

President EUROPARC Federation- Director ‘RLKM’ 

brings his keynote speech on September 8, 2020 

at Jejudo at memorial conference for MFS. He will 

also make his keynote speech on UN Remembering 

MFS conference on Novermber 10, at Jejudo, South 

Korea.
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The scientifical evidence was clear: the world 

community needed to adapt and change our 

lifestyles immediately. And we did. The draconian 

measures deemed impossible until recently have 

become a reality today. The impossible suddenly 

became possible. Can we count on simi lar 

leadership and the same methods for saving 

Mother Earth and ourselves and can the WEU 

help us to achieve this objective? A vaccine alone 

will not tip the balance toward health because 

COVID19 is not a desease but a symptom of an 

exhausted planet. Because we “only have one 

earth” we cannot destroy what keeps us alive. The 

best vaccine can be found in the restoration of 

our natural ecosystems, become climate neutral 

before 2050 while implementing a circular economy 

that is socially embedded and inclusive. Just take 

a glance at the last 50 years. With currently 7.8 

billion people, the world’s population has doubled, 

the cultivated area on a global scale has increased 

by 22 million hectares, 230 million hectares of 

grassland have been added for cattle, and on top 

of that, an additional 160 million hectares for arable 

land. All the extra space was taken from the natural 

environment. Over one million species

are the brink of extinction (Report IPBES). We were 

blind to the collapsing natural ecosystems that 

kept our climate stable, gave us healthy air and 

drinkable water. We did not listen to the deafening 

last words of so many life forms on earth and 

there was certainly no stock market listing, nor 

value for a share of nature. The consequences of 

an overpopulated world are overwhelming. Each 

person on this planet now emits on average 21% 

more CO2 than 50 years ago and we all emit 47% 

more! These are the averages, but you need to 

know that only 10% of the world’s population is 

responsible for 50% of emissions. Per capita, we 

use 47 times more fossil fuels, consume 65% more 

meat, produce 447 per cent more plastic and our 

air travel has increased by 561%! Extreme weather 

conditions such as hurricanes, floods and extreme 

drought increased by 44% between 1980 and 2018. 

The reset, the necessary sustainable transformation 

is slowly underway. The first signals of change 

become visible. The volume of solar energy has 

increased 400 times, 3.2 million square kilometres 

of forests have been restored and 27 million square 
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kilometres of marine nature have been protected. 

We are still far from reaching the agreed UN SDG 

objectives! We need to accelerate and speed up in 

the next 10 years. And we need everyone to help to 

turn the tide. The World Environment University can 

be an inspiration for many and one of the drivers for

a global sustainable systemic transition.

Ignace Schops

President EUROPARC Federation - Director RLKM
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(Re)Connection Model 

(Re)connect nature with nature
(Re)connect people with nature

(Re)connect business with nature
(Re)connect policy with practice

(RE)CONNECTING SOCIETY WITH NATURE 

HYBRID ALTERNATIVE 
OPEN SOURCE 

ON BEAUTY 
INTRINSIC VALUES 

CARRING CAPACITY 
COMMUNITY BASED

TRANSLATION VALUES
LOCAL SOLUTIONS FOR GLOBAL PROBLEMS

WEAVING
CO-CREATING
RESTORATING  
CO-DESIGNING
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(Re)connection Model 

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES POLICY SERVICES 

?
OUR HOME VIEW CLEANING SYSTEM SOURCE OF LIFEOUR IDENTITY NATURE FACTORYFUTUREHISTORY WORK PLACE MEDICINE 
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OUR HOME VIEW CLEANING SYSTEM SOURCE OF LIFEOUR IDENTITY NATURE FACTORYFUTUREHISTORY WORK PLACE MEDICINE 
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PROJECT/IMPACT zone

FOCUS zone (National Park, …)
HIGH VALUE 
Nature zone

Concept: © RLKM

BIODIVERSITY & NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS = BASIS
CARRYING CAPACITY = NORMATIVE
VISITOR FACILITIES LOCATED OUTSIDE THE FOCUS ZONE
VISITOR FACILITIES NEAR LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
TOURIST INFRASTRUCTURE (HIKING, CYCLING, …) DESIGNED AT PROJECT LEVEL

SMART ZONING 

PROJECT/IMPACT zone

FOCUS zone

VISITOR facilities

HIGH VALUE 
Nature zone

Concept: © RLKM

BIODIVERSITY & NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS = BASIS
CARRYING CAPACITY = NORMATIVE
VISITOR FACILITIES LOCATED OUTSIDE THE FOCUS ZONE
VISITOR FACILITIES NEAR LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
TOURIST INFRASTRUCTURE (HIKING, CYCLING, …) DESIGNED AT PROJECT LEVEL

SMART ZONING 
LOCAL
community

EXTENTION possibilities 
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Multiple Return 

• Return on natural capital [biodiversity, healthy 
ecosystems]

• Return on social capital [society, economy & jobs, 
connectivity, social behavior]

• Return on human capital [capacity building, knowledge 
exchange, inspiration, diversity, multicultural]

• Return on investment [increasing (new) financial 
streams – positive turnover – local investment & 
benefits]

(RE)CONNECTION MODEL 

FROM BUSINESS CASE TO WISE CASE
• NATURAL BEAUTY = CONDITION FOR SUCCESS 
• BENEFICIARIES ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE 

PROTECTORS 
• FINANCING MECHANISM BASED ON TURNOVER 

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES  
• FAIR SHARE OF BENEFITS 
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(RE)CONNECTION MODEL 
INCLUSIVE RESPONSIBILITY 

• FROM INDIVIUAL TO COLLECTIVE 
• FROM SEPARATED TO HOLISTIC 
• FROM SECTORAL TO INCLUSIVE
• FROM SINGLE VIEW TO INTGRATED 
• FROM INTRINSIC TO PRAGMATIC
• FROM ECOSYSTEM TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC

[INCLUSIVE INVOLVEMENT: GOVERNMENTS – SOCIETY –
STAKEHOLDERS – ENTREPRENEURS – COMMUNITIES - …]

BIODIVERSITY 
&

REGIONAL ECONOMY
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Natural heritage 

Social 
cohesion 

§
Inclusive 
society 

Sustainable 
economy 

&
Jobs 

BIODIVERSITY 
&

REGIONAL ECONOMY

IMPACT

… /…
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1:10
FINLAND: EACH EURO 
INVESTMENT IN 
NATIONAL PARKS 
BENEFITS €10 TO THE 
LOCAL ECONOMY

Visits Protected Areas 
Worldwide
(Cambridge University 2015)

8 billion visits/year
600 billion US dollars/year 

Value cultivated crops

153 billion euro/year/world
(Gallai et al., 2008)
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RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

1:10
NATURAL 

&CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

Social 
cohesion 

§
Inclusive 
society 

Sustainable 
economy 

&
Jobs 
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